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Landscape Service
Residential, Condominiums & Commercial

• Irrigation • Tree Service 
• Maintenance • Landscape Design

• Pest Control & Fertilize

samalawnservice06@gmail.com

Highest Quality at the Lowest Prices

941-587-9635 

Office: 941-426-0088

Call for a Free Estimate!!!

Santiago Martin

CORP.

Capt. Eddie Potter
Potter’s Charter Fishing
FLY - BAIT - ARTIFICALS

Family recommended & Kid approved

941-815-0009
potterscharterfishing.net

FISHING

Sewing by
Linda Lee

3579 S. Access Rd., Unit K
(Newport Square, 

Spinnaker & SR 776)
697-1025
473-7582

SEWING

Let These Fine Professionals - Do It For You Instead!  

DeeDee’s Dunrite 
Cleaning Service

941-544-0807

CLEANING

Don’t Do It Yourself
Only $10. per issue

471 Park Ave., Downtown Boca Grande
(941) 855-9348 • www.ParadiseExclusive.com

Candy Brooks, Realtor® 

(941) 759-0087
REAL ESTATE SALES • VACATION MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

BIZARRE JULY HOLIDAYS
7-24, Amelia Earhart Day, 7-25, Threading The Needle Day, 7-26, All Or Nothing
Day, 7-27, Take Your Pants For A Walk Day, 7-28, National Milk Chocolate Day,

7-29, Cheese Sacrifice Purchase Day, 7-30, National Cheesecake Day

■ BY HARRY KALAJIAN

A
llergies in dogs are most commonly caused
by food, liquids, plant pollens or pesticides
and can affect any breed, regardless of the

dog’s age or gender. The most common signs of an
allergy are raw, red bumps on the skin, red eyes and
repeated scratching, particularly if accompanied by
whining. These signs may also be an indication of
other underlying medical or psychological issues.

Do not mistake dry skin scratching for an allergy.
Dry skin can be related to weather conditions or lack
of essential oils in your pet’s food. 

Certainly, allergies are annoying and a great con-
cern to many dog owners. Veterinarians see many
dogs with this issue, and after a few tests they often
prescribe medication. Does it work?

Sometimes yes and other times no. Your dog’s
particular problem may not be the typical textbook
case, and unfortunately, veterinarians often don’t
have time to do follow-ups and keep a close watch
on each individual dog.

Ask yourself when the first signs of allergy ap-
peared, and what changes occurred during that
time. From that point you may be able to narrow
down the cause to a diet change, household clean-
ing products, lawn spraying in the area, a high
pollen count or air pollution, for example. 

Eliminating one or two possible causes and moni-
toring the outcome will help diagnose what might be
causing the allergy. The answer may come quickly,
or it may take weeks or months. With food allergies,
a one-week trial is needed before you can say with
any certainty that you have found the allergy-caus-
ing ingredient. Once you have ascertained that a
food allergy is not the case, move on to testing the
dog’s treats or household cleaning products or the
shampoo you wash the dog with. It’s trial by elimina-
tion, testing one thing at a time.

I see one trend that seems to be associated with
allergies in dogs: namely that the number of cases
of canine allergy began elevating in the late 1980s,
and every year after that the problem has become
more common. Why? The simple answer is the in-
flux of new and different food brands for dogs, many
with new ingredients. There has also been a huge
increase in the number and variety of housecleaning
products. If the medication from your veterinarian
doesn’t work, try to figure out the cause yourself.
Keep a log of what you give your dog, and do so
daily.

Tip of the month:
If your dog’s urine is burning your grass, for a

small dog put one teaspoon of Coffee Mate in its

food (not in water). For a medium-sized or larger
dog, put one tablespoon of Coffee Mate in its food
(not in water). This neutralizes the acidity of the
urine. It usually takes a week before you start seeing
a difference. You will notice very green grass in the
places where your dog pees.

Have a woof woof of a month. 

Harry Kalajian M.D.T.,
behaviorist, ethologist & psychologist,   

has over 32 years of experience
in all aspects of training.

Executive Dog Training Inc. 
941-447-8234

executivedogtraining.com

Dog allergies
DOG LIFE


