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941-475-9551 • 941-629-4015 
1560 S. McCall Rd., Englewood, FL 34223

Ask About Our Once A Year Pest Control Special

Pest Control     Lawn Spray    Termite Control 
�Quality� Service at �Affordable� Prices

DOG LIFE

■ BY HARRY KALAJIAN  

Y
our dog’s genes are inherited from its par-
ents, and some traits are passed down from 
its grandparents. Although owners don’t 

realize it, we unintentionally contribute to or subtract 
from our dogs’ inherited behavioral characteristics. 
The good or bad mistakes we’ve contributed during 
a puppy’s growth will be displayed as it gets older.     

If from day one you notice your dog is exhibiting 
dominance behavior, you must address it right 
away. When dominance behavior is not addressed, 
your dog with time will always challenge you. If it 
gets away with challenging you once, it will chal-
lenge you again and again. If the dog exhibits a 
positive behavior, reward it with something it likes or 
enjoys. That doesn’t mean giving treats always; it 
could be taking your dog out for a walk or throwing 
its ball in play. 

It is normal when you first start obedience training 
that your dog will rebel and fight you, for many rea-
sons. One reason is that it doesn’t understand right 
away what’s expected of it. The second reason is 
that it doesn’t want you to control it, which leads to 
fighting with you. If your dog wins during this early 
training period, you must be persistent. Otherwise it 
will always challenge you. Dominance behavior 
does not change as dogs get older, so don’t brush it 
off, show you are the leader. 

By being patient and persistent, you can over-
come any bad behavior. (Do not use bribery by 
using treats.) The guidance of a professional dog 
trainer will give you insights on what to do.      

The bad behavior your dog exhibits will multiply if 
you don’t address it. I don’t mean put a Band-Aid on 
it. I mean find the cause or reason. Correct or modi-
fy from the core of the behavioral issue. Sometimes 
it’s a combination of reasons, and in cases like that 
find the common denominator. Address it and work 
firmly and positively, unless a negative response is 
needed.  

What that means is simply if your dog is showing 
teeth aggressively or trying to bite you or has bitten 
you, firmly correct it by holding your pup to the 
ground. It will fight you for a few seconds and then 
give in. Once that happens, praise your pup and 
then release it. Depending upon the aggression 
stage, age and breed of your dog, you will have to 
repeat the submission if it exhibits the aggressive 
behavior again. It may take up to six repetitions 

before your dog realizes you’re not going to tolerate 
that type of behavior.  

Always get a professional to help and guide you 
when aggression is the issue. Always start at a 
young age to prevent your dog from developing 
aggression issues. Obedience is very important. 

Make sure the behavior is rooted in genetics and 
not something you have instilled in the dog, i.e., 
man-made behavior. Most bad behavior can be 
eliminated with simple obedience training to estab-
lish where the dog fits in the  hierarchy of the home. 

Any behavior, good or bad, can be altered or 
modified when a dog is young, so don’t wait, think-
ing the problem will go away as the dog gets older. 
It does not. If you have a dog that jumps on people 
from happiness, the fault is on both you the owner 
and the people it jumps on. People love seeing a 
cute dog, and they can easily overexcite it, causing 
the dog to go nuts jumping on them. The owner’s 
fault is in not making the necessary correction to 
stop the jumping. Your dog should sit and get petted 
or at least stay standing while being petted but not 
jumping on people. 

Have a woof woof of a month.  
 

Harry Kalajian M.D.T., 
behaviorist, ethologist & psychologist,    

has over 32 years of experience 
in all aspects of training. 

Executive Dog Training Inc.  
941-447-8234 

executivedogtraining.com

Good dog, bad dog

Fully Certif ied Mercury Technicians  
 
• Ship’s Store has fuel, bait, clothing,  
snacks and boating supplies. 
 
• Wet & dry boat storage available on a 
daily, weekly, monthly, and annual basis. 
 
• Daily Dockage, Storage  
& Detailing are available  
for those arriving at The Inn by boat.

 

Open: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily 
941.964.4620

A Premier Mercury Service Dealer

Charlotte County  
Seawalls, Inc.

Complete Marine Construction

Serving: Charlotte, Lee & Sarasota Counties 
www.char lo t tecountyseawal ls .com

Port Charlotte 
(941) 629-4900

Toll Free 
(877) 554-DOCK (3625)

Seawalls, Docks & Boat Lifts

Seawalls, Docks, Boardwalks, Piers, Piling Driving & 
Drilling, Boatlifts, Marinas, Dredging & Repairs

LICENSED                                                          INSURED

BOCA GRANDE OFFICE: 
Above the Pink Pony 

941-855-9256 
Serving Boca Grande for over 20 years 

 

Interior & Exterior Painting 
 

ENGLEWOOD OFFICE 
155 S. McCall Rd. 

941-474-9091 • office@superiorpaintinginc.us

We § Boca Grande! 
TWICE DAILY DELIVERIES 

to BOCA GRANDE (Mon-Fri only) 
Delivery requests called in by 11am will be delivered early afternoon (by 2pm) 

Delivery requests called in by 4pm will be delivered that evening (by 8pm) 

Fan Lady & Lighting  

 Ceiling 
Fans

(941) 475-6901 est. 1985
Home 

Lighting  

3579 S. Access Rd., Suite E, Englewood, FL 34224

www.fanladyandlighting.us

BIZARRE MAY HOLIDAYS  

5-14, National Dance Like A Chicken Day, 5-15, National Chocolate Chip 
Day, 5-16, Wear Purple For Peace Day, 5-17, Pack Rat Day,  
5-18, International Museum Day and Visit Your Relatives Day,  

5-19, Frog Jumping Jubilee Day, 5-20, Eliza Doolittle Day


