
Boca Beacon - 10/28/2022 Page : 20

October 28, 2022 8:02 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Page 20                                                                                      BOCA BEACON - October 28, 2022                                                                                  

DOG LIFE

 ■ BY HARRY KALAJIAN 

H ow do dogs end up with Progres-
sive aggression?  Progressive 
aggression is a neurological 

symptom that gradually increases with 
time. This neurological state is not caused 
by humans or circumstances. Progressive 
aggression can be found in any breed; it 
can slowly creep up in any dog regardless 
of health. That playful pet can start show-
ing symptoms at any age usually you see 
it with adult dogs. The dog begins to start 
showing aggression at any point without 
any provocation.

The dog itself doesn’t realize nor able 
to control it. There is nothing anyone can 
do to correct or control that behavior, it 
surfaces randomly. In the beginning it can 
happen only once in a blue but then grad-
ually increases with more frequency.  Age, 
breed, sex, size has no direct relevance 
to it. This mental disease can start at any 
age.

The pet owner will notice the changes, 
since their dog never exhibited those 
behaviors in the past. It becomes notice-
able. Usually the behavior begins to show 
towards outsiders and gradually to its own 
family.

A professional dog trainer or a veteri-
narian would be able to confi rm it. Once 
it has been diagnosed that it does have 
it, you and your vet in collaboration with a 
professional trainer of your choice can see 
what the best avenue would be to take. 
This type of behavior can progress the fre-
quency with time; the frequency can show 
in weeks, months or years. Pending what 
level it has reached; that will dictate the 
course of action, if there is any that can be 
taken. It’s not your fault, nor the dogs. Do 
not mistake normal aggressive behavior 
with the progressive aggression, your vet 
and a professional trainer will know. Please 
note; harsh corrections are useless and a 
No No, it’s just the mental wiring beginning 
to go wrong.

Here are some of the stages & symp-
toms: they may just look at a person and 
without cause or provocation they will 
growl and snap. They become less toler-
ant, less patient and usually want to be left 

alone. They start showing dislike to those 
strangers which they use to like. Other 
times they might be lying down and as you 
pass by they will growl. Even the people 
the dog knew since it was a puppy will not 
make any difference. A dog’s progressive 
aggression is usually focused more to-
wards people than other dogs; part reason 
is other dog’s sense that the dog is not 
well and leave them be. Harsh handling or 
harsh corrections does nothing.

This type of “progressive aggression” is 
not something you see often, but it’s still 
out there.

If you notice your dog is starting to 
show that behavior, see the vet and a 

professional trainer. If you see your dog 
exhibiting that behavior leave it alone till it 
subsides, or try to get his focus redirect-
ed to something else. Make sure he has 
subsided before you refocus to a more fun 
and inviting thing. The last thing you want 
your dog is to associate the aggression 
with a reward to stop. To snap them out of 
that behavior once they have calmed down 
use your car keys or a leash to invite them 
to go out.

It is very sad to see ones dog that was 
so playful and happy, and then to start 
exhibiting this type of mental issue. 

Training isn’t hard as long as you are 
willing to put time and follow my formula 

to have success; Patience, Persistence, 
Consistency & Repetition.  If you still fail, 
it’s on you not your dog. You didn’t stick to 
the formula.

 Have a woof woof of a month. 

Harry Kalajian M.D.T.,
behaviorist, ethologist & psychologist,   

has over 32 years of experience
in all aspects of training.

Executive Dog Training Inc. 
941-447-8234

executivedogtraining.com

Fully Certified Mercury Technicians 

• Ship’s Store has fuel, bait, clothing, 
snacks and boating supplies.

• Wet & dry boat storage available on a daily,
weekly, monthly, and annual basis.

• Daily Dockage, Storage 
& Detailing are available 
for those arriving at The Inn by boat.

Open: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily
941.964.4620

A Premier Mercury Service Dealer

P.O. Box 57
Boca Grande,
Florida 33921

Office: (941) 964-2231
Fax: (941) 964-2989

email@shbfl.com
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“Exceeding our client’s expectations is the goal of our construction process”

Providing New Construction/Renovation
Design Build Services on Boca Grande since 1987

SAFETYHARBOR
Builders of Florida, LLC

www.safetyharborbuilders.com

Cape Haze Sales Office 

Capt. Tom Healey - 941-626-3741
Minutes from Your Dock. Why drive for hours?  

We’ll bring it right to your dock. 

7090 Placida Road 

Cape Haze

Specialists
We are your Local Dealers:

Charlotte County 
Seawalls, Inc.

Complete Marine Construction

Serving: Charlotte, Lee & Sarasota Counties
www.char lo t tecountyseawal ls .com

Port Charlotte
(941) 629-4900

Toll Free
(877) 554-DOCK (3625)

Seawalls, Docks & Boat Lifts

Seawalls, Docks, Boardwalks, Piers, Piling Driving &
Drilling, Boatlifts, Marinas, Dredging & Repairs

Neurological caused aggression aka ‘Progressive aggression’


